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we cease to be young, we either flatter ourselves that we
always continue to be so, or at least forget how much we

are mistaken in it.

63.

By   B U R N E T.

The King was then thirty years of age, and, as might
have been supposed, past the levities of youth and the
extravagance of pleasure. He had a very good under-
standing. He knew well the state of affairs both at home
and abroad. He had a softness of temper that charmed xo
all who came near him, till they found how little they
could depend on good looks, kind words, and fair promises;
in which he was liberal to excess, because he intended
nothing by them, but to get rid of importunities, and to
silence all farther pressing upon him. He seemed to have
no sense of religion: Both at prayers and sacrament he, as
it were, took care to satisfy people, that he was in no sort
concerned in that about which he was employed. So that
he was very far from being an hypocrite, unless his assisting
at those performances was a sort of hypocrisy, (as no doubt 20
it was :) But he was sure not to encrease that by any the
least appearance of religion. He said once to my self, he
was no atheist, but he could not think God would make
a man miserable only for taking a little pleasure out of
the way. He disguised his Popery to the last. But when
he talked freely, he could not help letting himself out
against the liberty that under the Reformation all men
took of enquiring into matters of religion : For from
their enquiring into matters of religion they carried the